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pc One Number more will complete || No. 94, North Fifth Street, Philadelphia. 


the Fourteenth Volume of the Genius 
or UniversaL Emancipation. A Ti- 
tle Page and Index will be printed, and 
accompany the last Number of the Vol- 
ume, as usual. 

It is the intention of the Editor, to 
continue the publication of the work in 
the city of Philadelphia; and he takes 
this opportunity to request his friends, 
and the advocates of the cause to which 
itis devoted, generally, to give him their 
further aid in sustaining it, by the renew- 
al of their subscriptions. 

Asa large amount is yet due, on the 
subscription books, those who know 
themselves to be in arrears, are urgently 
solicited to remit the sums due, without 
delay. Such as may be willing to con- 
tinue their patronage, are also requested 
to forward the advance payment for the 
Fifteenth Volume, at the same time. 

The publication will still be under the 
editorial control of its original proprietor; 
and every exertion will be made, to ren- 
der it worthy the extensive patronage 
which it has formerly obtained. 

No material change is contemplated, 
either in the size or the appearance of 
the work :—and the price will continue 
the same, viz.— One Dollar per Volume, 
containing, at least, Twelve Sheets, of 
sixteen pages each, making a volume of 
about 192 large octavo pages. 

Agents, who procure subscribers, and 
forward the money in advance as afore- 
said, will be entitled to the amount of 


every sixth subscription, as a remunera- 

tion for their attention to the business. 
Letters and Communications must 

all be directed to BENJAMIN 


Lunpy, 


| When forwarded by mail, the postage 
must in all cases be paid, or they will 


jnot be attended to. A strict adherence 
to this rule is necessary, to avoid imposi- 
tions from the opponents of the cause to 
which the work is devoted. 





PETITIONING OF CONGRESS. 

It is with pleasure we perceive that a 
laudable spirit pervades the Anti-Slavery 
ranks, in various parts of the United 
States, with respect to the forwarding of 
Petitions to Congress, for the Abolition 
of Slavery in the District of Columbia. 
This may emphatically be pronounced 
one of the most important steps that can 
be taken by our friends, at the present 
time. Let none suppose, for a moment, 
that the measure is an inefficient one.— 
Notwithstanding the efforts of slavite 
and dough-faced politicians, to destroy 
its effect, and even deprive us of the con- 
stitutional privilege of raising our voices 
for the oppressed in the national halls of 
legislation, they have most signally fail- 
ed in the attempt, and their power has 
been terribly shaken. By a steady per- 
severance we shall certainly, ere long, 
obtain the most complete and decisive 
triumph. Let every man, and every wo- 
man, in the nation sign the petitions to 
be forwarded to Congress at its next 
session. Let it be attended to soon, that 
that they may be sent in at an early 
period after the meeting of that body. 

The Young Men’s Anti-Slavery So- 
ciety of Philadelphia have appointed a 
Committee, to prepare a petition for the 
purpose aforesaid ; = it will very soun 














be put into circulation for signatures. 
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THE STANDARDS FALLING! 

Within a short period of time the 
Pennsylvania Abolition Society has lost 
three of its most distinguished members. 
But a few months since William Rawle, 
its worthy President, and Dr. Jonas 
Preston, Treasurer, were removed by the 
hand of death. And now we have also 
to record the sudden demise of Thomas 
Shipley, one of the most active and per- 
severing members of the institution.— 
We forbear to say much upon this pain- 
ful subject at present, particularly as we 
shall henceforth give further particulars 
concerning the lives and public labors of 
these eminent philanthropists, than we 
have now at command. 


“ SLAVE TRADE ABOLISHED!!”’ 

Is it ?—Look at this, African Coloni- 
zationists, from the disciples of Granville 
Sharp down to Ralph Randolph Gurley 
and Elliott Cresson! What have you 
done?—what are you doing? How soon 
will you abolish the slave trade? 


Coast or Arrica.—A recent traveller as- 
serts that the slave trade is in full operation 
on the coast of Africa. Buta few weeks 
ago, forty-five Spanish vessels to the south- 
ward, and twenty-five to the northward of the 
line, were engaged in the infernal traffic. 
We regret to learn that these are chiefly 
American buili, and such swift sailors as al- 
most to defy capture. It seems, also, that 
the Portuguese to the southward of the line, 
are also extensively engaged in this trade, 
and by the effect of a late treaty with Eng- 
land, pursue the business with impunity. 
Our authority remarks, ** tha’ while Parlia- 
ment is making laws to punish cruelty to 
animals,.more than 100,000 human beings 
are here yearly torn from their homes and 
conveyed across the Atlantic, more than one- 
third of whom perish by disease on the pas- 
sage. In addition to which, from the very 
moment they are kidnapped, they are confined 
in shackles, and it is sometimes four and five 
months until they are shipped, and they are 
mostly chained on board afterwards. Should 
a vessel be chased and obliged to get rid of 
her deck lumber (chiefly composed of provi- 
sions,) to make her sail better, overboard go 
likewise some of the sick slaves (as in be 


ease of the Argos, captured by the Charibdis,) | 








| acd should she escape and run short of pro. 


visions before she reaches her destination, 
the slaves that are not likely to sell are hove 
overboard to make the provisions last for the 
survivors.”’—English Passe. 

Stave Trape 1n Rio pe Janetro.—Extract 
of a letter to the Lord Mayor, dated Rio de 
Janeiro, 16th April, 1836.—* Silver and gold 
have risen very rapidly within the last few 
days, — in consequence of the num- 
ber of vessels about to sail to the coast of 
Africa, engaged in that detestable traffic, the 
slave trade, which continues to be carried on 
under the Portugnese flag, with greater acti- 
vity than ever.” —Jd. 


OSo- 


FOR THE GENIUS OF UNIVERSAL EMANCIPATION, 


THE MOTHER AND HER CAPTIVE 
BOY. 


** Wilt thov, when long years roll o’er thee, 
Years uf toil, and woe, and scorn, 
Still remember her who bore thee ? 
Still when thou art most forlorn ?” 
The Negro Mother to her child, 
the night before their separatiun. 


No, he will not !—they who can rend apart 

The strongest chords that bind the human 
heart, 

They, in whose breasts no mercy e’er is 
found, 

Will crush his feelings,—pois’ning as they 
wound. 

Each tender, generous impulse of his soul, 

Must bow beneath a tyrant’s harsh control ; 

Uppress’d, degraded, beaten and reviled, 

Witness of darkest crimes while yet a child,- 

If in his infant bosom there are sown 

The germs of actions men are proud to own, 

They’l] bear most bitter fruit.—Deeds, that 
would be 

Applauded, honored, in the white and free, 

By Aim attempted, will but gain the brand 

Of crime and treason.—In this “happy land,” 

Which owes its boasted freedom to a hand 

That fought against oppression, there are 
foun 

Thousands of men,—of souls in fetters bound. 

Souls, that too soon forget the pure, the mild, 

Unsullied feelings of a ‘‘sintess child,” 

And turn to bitterness ; for “woe and scorn,” 

Are all they meet,—and how may these be 
borne ? 

How, by their hapless victim, who ne’er 
knows 

What a kind mother’s priceless love bestows! 

Or mildness, that a father’s precepts lend ! 

Who knows not one, or loses every friend * 

What marvel that the “still small voice” 
should be 

Unheeded, where not even thought is free? 

Death, only death can purchase peace and joy, 

For her that’s parted from her captive boy. 

September 5, 1836. ELLA. 
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FROM THE NATIONAL ENQUIRER. 


“HORRIBLE.” 

“The Norfolk Herald tells the following 
story, which exhibits one of the basest pieces 
of black-hearted villainy that we have re- 
corded for a long time.—While the whites 
are jeoparding the safety of the nation to give 
freedom, in some form to the blacks, there is 
a colored scoundrel selling his own children 
into slavery.” 

From some paper not designated, the 
above paragraph is copied into others, 
and then follows the “ story”’ of a ‘ ne- 
gro man” who attempted to sell two of 
his children; in which he was assisted 
by ‘*a white man, whose name,” says 
the Herald, ‘* we withhold for the pre- 
sent.”” And why is it withheld ?—Why 
is the *‘ colored scoundrel’ worse than 
the white one ?—-Why is he worse than 
he, whose 

**——Children, sprung alike from sloth and 

vice, 

Are born his slaves, and loved at market 

price!” 

But is there not a difference ?—Yes, a 
wide one. In this case, though ‘ free’ 
himself, one colored man, uneducated 
and degraded, attempted to follow the 
example of those uncolored ones who 
sell their children with impunity. But 
the price of human flesh and blood must 
be paid into white hands. 

One of the African race must not pre- 
sume to encroach upon the prerogative of 
a gentleman of these United States. For 
amongst those claiming that high title 
there are, who sell their known, some- 
times acknowledged children. 

Some years since, a fine young mulat- 
to of Maryland, with tears of agony, 
begged some gentleman of Baltimore to 
purchase him, that he might remain in 
his native state, as his father intended 
selling him in one at a distance. 

Human nature revolts at the crime of 
a parent selling his child. ‘The ‘ Nor- 
folk Herald” cannot ‘conjure up an 
epithet to characterize the features of de- 
pravity belonging to a tranaction’”’ of the 
kind.—Be it so! Itis “horrible.” But 
there is a tribunal, at which the actors in 
such scenes, will be judged with refer- 
ence to talents given, time mis-spent, and 
blessings scorned ;—not to the color of 
the skin. OBSERVER. 
September 1st. 1836. 








Pawtucket JuvENILE ANTI-SLAVERY 
Society.— Beat this if you can; in 
New York, Boston, Providence, or any 
where else, and we shall be glad of it.— 
On Wednesday the 3d inst., this little 
society held its annual fair for the sale of 
articles made for that purpose by its 
members during the year, and raised one 
hundred dollars and seventy five cents 
in cash! and left off with some thirty or 
forty dollars worth of their best articles 
on hand; the most of which they would 
have probably sold but for the cry of fire, 
which immediately drew off their com- 
pany. Understand this is a juvenile 
society, made up principally of little 
girls. They are under the supervision 
of about half a dozen young ladies, 
PRACTICAL ABOLITIONISTS, who have con- 
ducted their concerns to such a praise- 
worthy issue. Let it be remembered 
also, that this is a small village, and that 
none who have been engaged in this 
work, are the children of opulent parents, 
but persevering industry has worked this 
wonder. 

Their manner has been, to meet every 
Saturday afternoon to work—they have 
also spent some evenings. 

Now five such societies as this, will 
support such an Anti-Slavery agent as 
Theodore D. Weld, or Henry B. Stanton; 
and how easily they might be organized 
and accomplish such a work in this state. 

Pawtucket Record. 





CasineT oF Freepom—Mr. Taylor’s 
reprint of works on Liberty and Slavery, 
under the supervision of William Jay 
and Gerrit Smith, is continued in num- 
bers.—Vol. 2 is on our table, being the 
2d volame of Clarkson’s History of the 
Abolition of the Slave Trade. It-contains 
a lithographic print, of large size, repre- 
senting the whole irterior of a slave-ship, 
where the poor creatures were laid as 
close as they could stow, in tiers, for the 
“ middle passage.”’ ‘J'he African slave 
trade though abolished by law both in 
England and America, will yet continue 
as long as slavery continues. The Ame- 
rican slave trade was never so brisk as 
at present, the prices of cotton and sugar 
are so high, that the demand for slaves 
at the south is unprecedented. We do 





|not suppose that the American ‘ middle 











168 


GENIUS OF UNIVERSAL EMANCIPATION. 





Fiat Justitia Ruat Celum. 





petite 


a 





passage”’ is signalized with such horrors 
as that from Africa. But the separa- 
tion of families and the privation of com- 
mon, inherent privileges, render it on the 
whole more cruel and atrocious. Yet 
President Young,of Kentucky, avers that 
professing Christians are habitually en- 
gaged in it.—He says: 

‘We have known slave traders boast- 
ing that they had purchased some of their 
chained gang from Presbyterian elders. 
We have recently known of two minis- 
tering brothers selling into terrible bond- 
age of the far south, the one two thou- 
sand, the other five thousand dollars 
worth of slaves. Alas! that truth and 
duty should compel us to record such 
facts. We could weep over the occur- 
rences which are daily exhibited through- 
out our slaveholding churches. Good 
men have long countenanced these acts. 
Conscience has been asleep. It is surely 
time that it should awake.” 


And yet our northern and British 


apologists for slavery would make us 
believe that slave trading is infamous at 
the south !—NV. Y. Evangelist. 


Discussion BETWEEN Mr. George THompP- 
SON AND THE Rev. R. J. Breckenriper.-~An 
important and deeply interesting discussion 
on the subject of American slavery, has re- 
cently taken place in Glasgow, between Mr. 
George Thompson, the intrepid and able 
champion of the negro race, and the Rev. R. 
J. Breckenridge, an American Presbyterian 
minister. * * * At present we 
have only space to express our admiration of 
the pre-eminent ability .and entire self-com- 
mand which Mr. onasan displayed 
throughout the discussion, and to tender him 
our thanks for the large mass of valuable in- 
formation with which he has supplied the 

ublic. Never was a cause more triumphant- 
y defended, nor the sophistries and evasions 
of an acute and merciless opponent more com- 
pletely exposed. It would afford us pleasure 
to be able to record our approbation of the spi- 
ritin which Mr. Breckenridge conducted his 
part of the discussion. But truth compels 
us to say, that we have been grieved and dis- 
gusted at the rancorous hostility towards his 
opponent, which his speeches betray. He 
evidently sought to destroy the public reputa- 
tion of Mr. Thompson, rather than to exhibit 
the real character of American slavery. No 
opportunity was lost of aiming a mortal blow 


terested and successful exertions, on behalf 








of suffering humanity, entitle him to the re- 
spect of every virtuous mind. It is humilia- 
ting to see a Christian minister, more espe- 
cially one who appears amongst us as a re- 
presentative of a highly respectable and re- 
ligious body in America, so completely sur- 
rendered to the influence of a bad passion,.— 
Our own impression in reading the report of 
the discussion has been, that Mr. Brecken- 
ridge must have brought to this country feel- 
ings of deep mortification, arising from Mr. 
Thompson’s successful exposure of the delu- 
sive and wicked nature of the colonization 
scheme; and that his spleen mastered his 
judgment, and vented itself in a manner 
discreditable to his character, both as a gen- 
tleman and aChristian. The result of the 
discussion may be inferred from the follow- 
ing extract from a note, addressed to Mr. 
Thompson, by one of the most respectable 
ministers in Scotland, who had been present 
during the debate: ‘*My dear Sir—How are 
yout Glad and grateful, I dare say. God 
has given a and your cause victory and 
triumph. Poor Breckenrige! what a crushed 
man!”—English Paper. 


Foreign Stave Trapve.—(Extract of a 
letter from Cadiz, June 20, 1836.)--“* Twen- 
ty years have passed away, since the sum of 
3,000,000 dollars, (600,000 pounds sterling,) 
wrung from the tax-paying people of Eng- 
land, was paid to the king of Spain, in consi- 
deration of relinquishing tHe slave trade; 
and a squadron of English men-of-war is 
kept up all this time on the coast of Africa to 
enforce the treaty. The result of the sacrifice 
of so much treasure, and of the still greater 
sacrifice of human life, is, that at the present 
time the traffic in human flesh is carried on 
by Spaniards more extensively and to greater 
profit than at any former period. You may 
form some idea of this from the fact that one 
man in Cadiz has forty ships afloat just now, 
all engaged in transporting from the African 
coast to the island of Cuba. The number of 
negroes imported into that island last year, 
(1835,) exceeded 45,000. “he Captain- 
General of Havana takes a bribe of a doub- 
loon (three guineas) per head for every slave 
so imported, for conniving at the open trans- 
gression of his own public orders, proclaimed 
and placarded periodically, for no other pur- 

ose than to ridicule the English. The late 
increase in the value of sugar, has given a 
great stimulus in the value of the slave trade. 
At Havana, the movement in the slave mar- 
ket is always regulated by the sugar market. 
The Madrid government could at any time 
put an end to this nefarious traffic, if so dis- 
posed ; but it is notorious that they took the 


at the character of one whose intrepid, eect money with the full intention of not comply- 


ing with the treaty.—London Patriot. 











Rll —- ~~ ea oe eS ne. a ee >. ae 


Pi =— - —_ 













GENIUS OF UNIVERSAL EMANCIPATION. 








© Fiat Justitia Ruat Celum. 





pane ne 





THE WAR IN TEXAS. 
(conTiNcED From paGe 164.) 
judge of the rectitude of this noble cause? 
What imports it, that general Santa An- 
na has had a disastrous encounter, if his 
personal fate (however to be lamented) 
be not that which led him on to battle : 
Is he the only Mexican who loves his | 
country? is he the sole champion of li- 
berty, whom Mexico can call forth to 
drive from the soil of the country the 
Banditti who propose to domiueer over 
a part of it, in order forthwith to eonta- 
minate it by introducing hordes of Negro 
Slaves? This warfare admits of no com- 
promise; it must terminate either in the 
beneficent triumph of the universal em- 
aneipation of the human race, or else the 
sacrifice of all liberty throughout Ameri- 
ca, by establishing slavery where it has 
been abolished, or has not existed, 
through the instrumentality of the de- 
generate portion of the English race, 
which nowinhabit that part of the United | 
States extending from the Capital to the 

boundaries of Texas.”’ 

From the commencement of their ope- 
rations, we,have seen, that the ‘choice 
spirits’’ of that extensive, unholy combi- 
nation of slaveholders and land-jobbers 








who have swayed the destinies of ‘l'exas, | 


have steadily and undeviatingly pursued 
their object. 
hered tu their settled, original purpose, 
however they may have occasionally re- 
laxed their open, undisgiised efforts. 
It is true, their rashness sometimes led 
them into the adoption of premature 
measures, and they were compelled to 
halt, and even to retrace their steps, for 
the moment. ‘Those who had neither 
character nor property at stake, and 
those at a distance from the scene of ac- 
tion, were more reckless of consequences 
than the substantial settlers in the coun- 
try, on whom the weight of responsibility 
must necessarily fall. ‘This was striking- 
ly exemplified in the case of Austin’s 
treasonable attempt, which resulted in his 
imprisonment by order of the general go- 
vernment. Calculating on the intestine 


difficulties of the Republic, he was | 


prompted to the commission of overt 
ects before their plans were sufficient- 
ly matured. The following letter (to 


some additional light upon this part of 
our subject. It willbe seen that he was 
pushed forward against his own will and 
better judgement, while he candidly ad- 
mits that the colonists had no cause of 
complaint against the government. Some 


They have constantly ad-| 








which I have before alluded) will throw || to power and affice, and the urgent demands 


precious confessions, indeed, are here 
recorded, which cannot fail to make the 
most forcible impressions on the mind of 
the reader. ! 

The following letter from Col. Stephen F, 
Austin, was written immediately after his 
arrest by the Mexican Government, and is 
published in our latest Texas papers. We 
re-publish it as interesting to those who are 
seeking information of that fertile and promis- 
ing region, its government and politics. 

N. O. Bulletin, 
Monterrey, Jan. 17, 1834. 
To the Ayuntamiento of San Felipe de Austin + 

I have been arrested by.an order from the 
minister of war, and Jeave soon for Mexico 
to answer to a charge made against me, as I 
understand, for writing an officio to the Ayun- 
tamiento of Bexar, dated 2ist October last, 
advising, or rather recommending that they 
should consult amongst themselves for the 
purpose of organizing a local government for 
Texas, in the event that no remedies could be 
obtained for the evils that threatened that 
country with ruin. 

I do not in any manner blame the Govern- 
ment for arresting me, and I pa®icularly re- 
quest that there may be noexcitement about it. 

I give the advice to the people there, that 
I have always given, keep quiet, discounte- 
nance all revolutionary measures or men, 
obey the State authorities and Jaws so long 
as you are attached to Coahuila, have no 
more conveutions, petition through the legal 
channels, that is through the. Ayuntamiento 
and chief of department, harmonize fully with 
the people of Bexar and Goliad, and act with 
them. 

The general government are disposed to do 
every thing for Texas that can be done to pro- 
mote its prosperity and welfare that is consis- 
tent with the constitution and laws, and I have 
no doubt the state government will do the same 
if they are appliea to in a proper manner, 

It will be remembered that I went to Mex- 
ico asa public agent with specific instruc- 
tions, and as such, that it was my duty to be 
governed by them, and hy the general wish 
of the people as expressed to me.* Also, that 


* This “ general wish” was not expressed 
by the great mass of the actual settlers in 
the colonies. No measures were adopted to 
ascertain the *“general” wishes of the people. 
The sentiments thus ¢ were the cla- 
mors of the land-speculators and aspirants 
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when I Jeft in April, the general wish did | 
exptess itself for the separation from Coahu- 
ila and the forming of ‘Texas into a State of 
this confederation. Also, that there was a 
determination to organize a local governnient 
atall hazards,ifno remedy could be obtained. 

I have in all my acts conformed to this 
public wish of the people, so far as I was in- 
formed of it; and when I despaired of obtain- 
ing any remedy, as I did in the beginning of 
October, I deemed it to be my duty as an 
agent, to inform the people so; and believing | 
as I did, that they would organize, I also 
considered that it would be much better to de 
so, by a harmonious consultation of the 
Ayuntamientos, than by a popular commo- 
tion. There were many reasons for the re- 
commendation given in that officio; also, the 
result of the civil war was thought to he 
doubtful. 

1 understand and I rejoice to hear it, that 
public opinion has settled down on « more 
reasonable basis, and that the most of the 
Ayuntamientos of Texas have expressed their 
wish to proceed in a legal manner to seek re- 
dress. Fought to have been informed of this 
change, but I was not, and knew nothing of 
it toa certainty, until the 5th of November, 
so that up to that time I acted under the im- 

ressions | had when I left Texas in April. 
since then I have not moved the state ques- 
tion. 

The past events in Texas necessarily grew 
out of the revolution of Jalapa, which over- 
turned the dOnstitution and produced the 
counter revolution of Vera ©rnz, which ex- 
tended over the whole country, and involved 
Texas with the rest. It #9 well known that 
it was my wish to keep Texas, and particalar- 
ly the colony, out of all revolution, and I 
tried to do so, but the flame broke out in my 
absence from Texas, in June 1832, and since 
then all has been completely disjointed. <A 
current was setin motion by the general ex- 
tents ofthe eivil war al} over the nation, and | 
under the circumstances, Texas could not 
avoid being agitated by it. Noone can be 
blamed in any manner for what has happened 
since June 1832, in ‘Texas—it was inevitable 
—neither was it possible for me to avoid be- 
ing drawn into the whirlpool. It was my 
duty to serve the country as an agent if re- 
— to do so; and as au agent it was my 

uty to obey my instructions as expressed to 
me. 

I have long sinee informed the Ayunta- 
miento of Texas, of the repeal of the law of 
April, and of the favorable and friendly dis- 
position of the government, and by this, I of 








of lordly slaveholders, both resident and 
transient, among them. ‘The more sober and 





orderly inhabitants were very generally oppos- 
ed tp it 


wane 


a ee 


course rescinded, or annulled the reconmen- 
dation of 2d October, for that was predicated 
on the belief that nothing would be done, and 
that the result of the civil war then pending 
was doubtful; since then all has changed for 
ihe better, and public opinion in Texas has 
become sound,* and shaken of the excite- 
ment that necessarily grew out of the past 
agitations. 

Under these circumstances the prospects 
of ‘Texas are better than they ever have been. 
The naticnal revolution is ended, a constitu- 
| tional goverument exists, the people are obedi- 
ent to the government and laws every where. 
Be the same in Texas, and have no more ex- 
citements, lolerute no more violent measures, and 
you will prosper und obtain from the govern 
ment, all that reasonable men ought to usk for. 

The last year has been one of calamities 
for Texas—floods, pestilence, and commo- 
tions; I hope the present year will be more 
favorable. I reqnest that you wil! have this 
letter published for general information, and 
also the enclosed copy of the answer given to 
me by his Excellency the minister of re- 
lations. You will see by this answer the 
very favorable and friendly disposition of the 
general government to make a state or a ter- 
ritory of ‘exas, and do every thing else with- 
in its constitutional powers for the good of 
that country. 

I consider ny agency for Texas as termi- 
nated, but this will not prevent me from do- 
ing all I can for the good of that country, on 
my;own individual responsibility. 

Respectfully your most ob’t serv’t. 
STEPHEN F. AUSTIN. 

On the 10th'of May, 1834, he also 
wrote as follows, from the place of his 
confinement at the seat of government. 
He does not admit that he had entertain- 
ed the design of transferring the country 
to the government of the United States. 
No one will suspect that he had indulged 
a wish of that kind. It was his desire 
to be at the head of political affairs in 
Texas; and were it attached tothe U.S. 
he would soon witness a rivalry that 
must eventually blast his hopes. But 


| many others concerned in ‘Texas politics, 


did contemplate the transfer in question; 


++ pe opinion in Texas has become 
sound !—The actual settlers had then more 
generally expressed their *‘wishes;” and the 
rebellious slaveites and marauders had found 
that they had pushed ahead 00 soon.— 
The writer himself was in adelicate and dif- 
ficult situation, and a litte prudent policy 
must be used to extricate him. His eonduct 
eventually proved how sincere were his ow® 











professions of attachment to Mexico. 
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and- even according to Austin’s confes- | 
sions, the better disposed part of the in- 
habitants, himself included, were dictated 
to, and ruled, by the land-speculating and 
slave-trafficing banditti, who had more 
convenient opportunities to concentrate 
their efforts. ‘I'he letter from which the 
following is extracted, was directed to a 
gentleman in New Orleans.— 

“T have been in close and solitary con- 
finement here until yesterday, sinee the 13th 
February. Yesterday i was allowed to com- 
municate with persons outside, receive books, 
writing materials, visits, &e. I expect to be 
at liberty in a short time, and shall probably 
return by way of Orleans. My confinement 
has been very rigid, but I have received no 
personal ill treatment. ‘The good people of 
the Colony preeipitated me into these diffi- 
culties, by their excitements. 1 came here 
as the agent of excited and fevered constitu- 
ents, and 1 represented them regardless of 
my personal safety or welfare. I was much 
more impatient and of course imprudent than 
cold ealculating prudence would sanction, 
but not more so than the tone and temper of 
my constitnents required when I Jeft them. 
Ido not blame the Vice President or Govern- 
ment for arresting me—an atteinpt has been 
made to charge me with designs to seperate 
‘Texas from Mexico and deliver it to the U. 
States of the North—that is totally false 
and without the shadow of foundation, as 
all are now convinced; so that f have no 
doubt I shall soon leave this place.” 

In order to make the reader mere fa- 
miliar with the proceedings of those con- 
cerned in this splendid project, in various 
parts of America, I will now present a 
succinct, thougk comprehensive view of 
their combined operations. Many indi- 
viduals in otker countries have a fand in 
it;—yet its active promoters are princi- 
pally citizens of the United States. 

The Republic of Mexico, from the pe- 
riod of its organization, evinced the ut- 
most liberality tewards foreigners in 
granting permission to colonize its va- 
cant lands, until that liberality, and the 
confidence reposed in their friendly dis- 
position, were gressly abused, particu- 
larly by those whe proceeded from our 
own country, Of the immense tracts of 
land designated for colonization, in the 
various contracts entered into with the 
different «‘ Empresaries,” those granted 
to Zavala, Vehleia, and Burnet, were 
united and transferred to a company in 


and ‘Texas Land Company.” ‘This As- 
sociation was fully organized on the 16th 
of October, 1830. ‘Thefollowing named 
persons were appointed as Directors, viz: 
Lynde Catlin, Wm. G. Bucknor, George 
Griswold, Barney Corse, John Hagerty, 
Dudley Seidon, and Stephen Whitney. 
The following were also chosen as trus- 
tees, viz: Anthony Dey, George Curtis, 
Wm. H. Sumner. It is believed. how- 
ever, that some of these subsequently de- 
clined acting, and others were appointed 
in theirs places.—The contract entered 
into hy the Government with Zavala, was 
concluded en the 12th of March, 1829; 
with Vehlein, 21st December, 1826, and 
a second on the 11th October, 1828; 
with Burnet, 22d December, 1826. ‘The 
grants to Dominguez, and Wilson & 
:xter, were in like manner conveyed to 
Elisha ‘Tibbets, John S. Crary, Henry 
Hone and their associates, under the title 
of the “ Arkansas and Texas Land 
Company,”” by whom Thomas Ludlow 
Ogden, Daniel Jackson, and Edward Cur- 
tie, were appointed Trustees to hold the 


jsame, &c.—Another company was or- 


=. 








New York, called the “ Galvezton Bay 


ganized at Nashville, ‘Tennessee, and the 
grants made to Ross and Leftwitch were 
transferred to it, upon the same princi- 
ple. A third company was likewise 
formed in New York, at a subsequent 
date, entitled the ** Rio Grand Compa- 
ny,’’ (I believe,) which agreed to colo- 
nize the tracts obtained by Grant & 
Beales, and Soto & Egerton, as well 
as others. ‘These several companies crea- 
ted ** stocks’? upon the basis of those 
‘‘grants’’ and threw them into the market. 
They also issued *‘serip,” authorizing 
the holders of it to take possession of 
certain tracts of land, within the lines 
marked out on the map as the boundaries 
of their respective grants. ‘Mhis «‘scrip”’ 
embraced traets of various dimensions, 
¥ was seid to any who eould be in- 

uced to purchase, at euch prices as 
could be obtained. ‘T’o a bona fide set- 
tler, (and none else could obtain the land 
it pretended to convey,) it could be of no 
advantage whatever, as the facilities and 
expense of procuring his tract, according 
to law, would be the same, whether he 
held the scrip or not. Every cent paid 
for it, therefore, was so much fess to the 
settler, and gain te the company. Al 
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though these companies could auly hold | 
their yrants through the medium of the | 
Empresarios, for the limited period of | 
six years, and on the express condition | 
of settling a specified number of families, 
they ‘dealt largely in their ** stock,’ and 
sold immense quantities of ‘scrip,’’ in- 
somuch that an immense amount of mo- 
ney has nae doubt been realized by 
them—while very few settlers (in many 
of the grants none) have been introduced. 
By obtaining from the government an 
extension of the time stipulated for the 
fulfilment of contracts made with the 





Empresarios, they have been enabled to 
continue and increase their operations | 
upon a grand scale. ‘Thousands in va- 
rious parts of the United States have 
purchased the scrip issued by them, and 
are interested, of course, in the adoption 
of measures to legalize their claims. 
‘This can never be done, however, while 
the laws are in force, under which the 
colonization privileges were obtained. 
When these companies were first orga- 
nized, some honourable men engaged in 
their speculations, that were, doubtless, 
actuated by honest motives: but many 
have since joined in the scheme, who are 
reckless of all principle except that of 
money-making. The ‘scrip’ being 
transferable, a large portion of it has 
fallen into the hands of needy adventu- 
rers, who likewise are willing to encour- 
age any measures that may seem calcu- 
lated to promote theie immediate pecuni- 
ary interests, 

To show more clearly how utterly at 
variance were these measures with the 
regulations adopted by the government 
for the settlement of the country, I here 
copy the Law enacted by the State Le- 
gislature, prescribing the terms upon 
which foreigners were permitted to colo- 
nize the vacant lands in ‘Texas.—I be- 
lieve this law has never before been pub- 
lished, at length, in the United States— 
at least I have not hitherto seen a trans- 
lation of itin print. A reference to it 
will be useful, as well to elucidate the 
liberal views and propositions of the gov- 
ernment, as te exhibit the dishonest 
practices of slavehelders ard land-job- 
bers, who have parcelled out the territory 
among themselves and their associate 








adventurers. 


Although the law, here | 


quoted, is not the first that was enacted 
to encourage the colonization of the 'Tex- 
as couutry, it is nearly the same as the 
one originally promulgated—being mere- 
ly a revision of the statute, with a few 
trifling alterations in details, without 


changing its general features. or princi- 
ples. 


CotonizatTion Law or Coanvita 
& ‘Texas, 
Supreme Governinent of the State of Coahui- 
la & ‘Texas. 
The Governor of the State of Coahnila & 
T'exas to all the inhabitants—health. The 


Congress of the said State has passed the 
following Decree. 


[Decrer No. 190.] 


The Constitutional Congress of the free, in- 
dependent, and sovereign State of Coahui- 
la & ‘l'exas, decrees as follows: 

Articise 1.—those Mexicans who, at the 
period of the publication of this law, shall 
determine to settle aay of the vacant land be- 
longing to the State, are hereby offered asy- 
lum and protection. 

Arr, 2.—Any Mexican, or Mexicans, who 
shall propose to introduce, at his or their own 
expense, Ninety Families, at least, shall 
present themselves to the Government, and 
enter into coutract, in conformity with this 
law; and the territory, in which they are to es- 
tablish themselves, shall be poiated out— 
which contract shall be fullfilled within four 
years. ‘Those who donot establish the said 
number of families, shall forfeit the rights 
aud privileges hereby granted. 

Art. 3.—So soon as ‘Thirty Families shall 
be collected, they shall proceed to the formal 
establishment of new l'owns, in the most 
convenient places in the opiniow of the (.0- 
vernment, or of the person commissioned by 
it, for that purpose; and for each new ‘l'own, 
four square Leagues of Jand shall be designa- 
ted, the figure of which may be regular, or 
ir-regular, according to its location. 

Art. 4.—If aay site where a new Town 
shall be formed belong to an individual, and 
the establishment may be of known and gen- 
eral utility, it shall still be formed--observ- 
ing the regulations of the Constitution, in the 
fourth restriction of Article 113. 

Art. 5.—the Government;-in considera- 
tion of the agreement which any contractor, 
or contractors, shall enter into, and for the 
better location and formation of the new 
towns, and the exact division of soil and wa- 
ter, shall commission a confidential persoa.who 
shall be of Mexican origin, and not enjoy for- 
eign privileges, who shall proceed according 
to the instructions of the 4th of September, 
1827, when notin opposition to this law. 

Aart. 6.—Ia Towas which admitof water 
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works, they will be constructed for account 
of those concerned. The Commissioner will 
divide the water off in pipes, or conduits, en- 
deavoring to make them, at least, half a yard 
wide; one of which shall be for the use of | 
the Town, and the others for irrigating the | 
fields. 

Awr. 7.—The contractor and new settlers, 
in the division and location of land and wa- 
ter, shall be at no other expense than the pay 

of the commissioner and surveyor, according 
to law. 
Art. 8.—T'o each Family, included in 
the contract, referred toin Art. 2, shall be 
iven one Day of water, and one Labor of 
jand, [177 acres] or two if the land is tem- 
poral, [cannot be irrigated] and a Town lot 
of 70 yards square, on which they shall build 
a house, within two years, under pain of for- 
feiture of their privilege. Should they pos- 
sess over one hundred head of stock—either 
of cattle or horses—or six hundred head of 
small stock, they shall be entitled to a Sitio 
[4428 acres] of pasture land. 

Arr. 9.—A square of Jand, which on each 
side measures one League, of 5000 Varas— 
or, what is the same, an area or superfices of 
25,000,000 square varas—shall be calted a 
Sitio; and this shall be the unit for counting 
one, two, or more Sitios;—as, likewise, the 
unit for counting one, two, or more Labors, 
shall be one million square varas, or one thou- 
sand varas on each side, which shall consti- 
tute a Labor. ‘The vara, for these admea- 
seen: shall consist of three geometrical 

eet. 

Art. 10.—This Law concedes to the con- 
tractors, for each Ninety Families which 
shall be established in the new settiements, 
four Sitios of grazing land, and three days 
of water in each supply that can be used for 
cultivation of the settlement. Sut they can 
take only that proportion for wine hundred 
families, though a greater number should be 
established—nor shall they have the right to 
any premium for any fraction, not reaching 
to ninety. 

Arr. 11.—No Commissioner, nor any oth- 
er authority, can give to the same person a 
second Lot, unless he shall have built upon 
the first. 

Art. 12.—The contractor who, on account 
of the Families he shall establish, shall ac- 
quite, according to Art. 10, more than Eleven 
Sitios, must dispose of the excess within 
nine years. Andif he does not do so, the 
respective civil authorities shall put it up at 
public auction, and pay over to the owners 
the net proceeds, deducting the expenses of 
the sale. 

Arr, 13.—The Government can sell, to 
exicans, such lands as they wish,—with 
the proviso, that no single person obtain more 








an eleven Sitios, and under the express 





condition, that the purchaser have introduced 
into said lands, by the fourth year of his pur- 
chase, at the least Thirty head of large, and 
‘T'wo hundred head of small cattle, for each 
Sitio, The purchaser shall pay into the 
Treasury of the state, or wherever the Gov- 
ernment shall direct, at the time of sale, the 
fourth part of the land sold; and the three re- 
maining parts shall be paid the second, third, 
and fourth years, respectively, under penalty 
of forfeiting his right to any part, and losing 
the whole be his failure to comply with this 
arrangement. 


Art. 14.—The price of each Sitio, withia 
ten leagues in a straight line from the shores 
of the gulf of Mexico, shall -be Two Hundred 
Dollars, if it be of grazing land, and Vhree 
Hundred, ifoftemporal. In the rest of the 
Departament of Bejar, the value shall be One 
hundred Dollars, if it be of grazing land, and 
One Hundred and Fifty, if of temporal. And 
in the other commons of the State, the value 
shall be Fifteen Dollars, for grazing land, 
and Twenty, for temporal. 


Art. 15.—The Government will sell to 
Mexicans, alone, the land which, by its local 
situation, will admit of irrigation, and shall 
not be marked out for settlements, at Three 
Hundred Dollars eack Sitio, in the Depart- 
ment of Bejar,—and in other parts of the 
State at Two Hundred Dollars,—according 
to the terms in Art. 13, on the express condi- 
tion, that by the fourth year from the purchase, 
the purchaser shall have the eighth part of 
the land under cultivation—observing the 
same rule with respect to the temporal lands 
as mentioned in the foregoing article. 

Art. 16.—-There shall be no variation in 
regard to the contracts which the Govern- 
ment shall have entered into, nor in the 
grants which it shall have made to purchas- 
ers or settlers, in virtue of the Decree, No. 
16, of 24th March, 1825; but care shall be 
taken that those who shall have purchased, 
within eighteen months after the publication 
of this law, enter into possession of the lands 
granted to them. 


Upon those of the former class, who shall 
hereafter make new contracts, or shall hold 
new grants in the way of purchase, (i. e. in 
virtue of the Decree No. 16, of the 24th 
March, 1825,) it shall be obligatory to make, 
within eighteen months from the execution 
of their respective contracts, settlements on 
their lands of one-sixth part of the families 
stipulated in their said contracts; and those 
of the second class (to wit, those who shall 
have purchased within eighteen months after 
the publication of this law) shall, within the 
period specified in their contracts, actually 
enter into possession of the lands, under the 
penalty of forfeiting them by not observing 
this regulation. 
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~ Arr. 17.—Every new settlement shall be 
free from all contributions, whatever, for the 
space of ten years from the time of its estab- 
lishment, except such as shall be laid, gene- 
rally, to prevent or repel foreign invasion. 

Ant. 18.—The Families which shall, at 
their own expense, remove to any of the new 
settlements, and wish to establish themselves 
in any of them, can do so at any time; and 
shall therefore be entitled to the benefits 
granted by this law to new settlers; for 
which purpose they shall present themselves 
to the Commissioner, or, in his absence, to 
the respective civil authority, in order that, 
by making themselves kaown to the Govern- 
ment, they may receive their grants in due 
form. 

ArT. 19.—No new settler, whether Mexi- 
can or Foreigner, shall sell, or alienate in any 
manner, or under any pretext, the water or 
land in his possession, until after having en- 
tered. upon ard possessed the same during 
six years. 

Aut. 20.—A Mexican ora Foreigner, who 
shall undertake to colonize with foreign fami- 
lies, whose introduction is not prohibited by 
the general law, of 6th April, 1836, shail be 
entitled to the benefits conceded in Art. 10, 
of this law. 

Ant. 21.—The division of the land and 
water to foreign families, as set forth in Ar- 
ticles 18 and 20, shall be made in conformity 
to Art. 8, provided the conditions required by 
this law are complied with—they paying to 
the State one third less price than is set forth 
in Art. 14, in the following terms: One-half 
of the value in two years from taking posses- 
sion, and the balance in six years. 

Art. 22.—To such Families, as are refer- 
red to in the preceding article, shall be given 
half a Sitio of grazing land, provided they 

sess the number of large and small cattle, 
required in the second part of Article 8. 

Arr. 23.—The Ayuntamientos of each 
municipality shall collect the above mention- 
ed funds, gratis, by means of a Committee, 
appointed either within or without their bo- 
dy; and shall remit them, as they are collec- 
ted, to the Treasuser of their funds, who 
will give the corresponding receipt, and 
without any other compensation than two 
and an half per cert. which is all that shall 
be allowed him; he shall hold them at the 
disposition of the Government, rendering an 
account, every month, of the ingress or 
egress, and of any remissnees or fraud which 
he may observe in their collection; for the 
«orrect managemeat of al] which, the person 
employed, and the committee, and the indi- 
viduals of the ayuntamientos whe appoint 
them, shall be individually responsible; and | 
that this responsibility may be at all times | 
effectual, the said appointments shall be | 


| 








made viva voce, and information shall be | 


given thereof immediately to the Govern- 
ment. 

Arr. 24,—Foreigners, in order to be admit- 
ted as new settlers, must competently prove, 
before the Conimissioner, and un his respon- 
sibility, their good morals, belief in Christi- 
anity, and good conduct. ‘These indispensi- 
ble requisites are to be set forth in the Book, 
Becerro, mentioned in Article 9, of the in- 
structions of 4th September, 1827. 

Aur, 25.—The Governmeut will take care 
that, in the ‘'wenty Leagues, bordering on 
the United States of America, and ‘en 
Leagues in a straight line from the coast of 
the gulf of Mexico, in the bounds of the State, 
no establishment shall be made which shall 
not consist of two-thirds of Mexicans, obtain- 
ing, by anticipation, the approbation of the Su- 
preme Government of the Union; to which 
effect information shall be sent of all pro- 
ceedings which shall be made in the matier, 
whether the undertakers be Mexicans or I'o- 
reigners. 

Ant. 26.—I] the distribution of lands, na- 
tive Mexicans shall be preferred to foreigners; 
and no other distinction shall be made be- 
tween the former, except what is based upon 
their particular merit and their services done 
to the country—or, other circumstances being 
equal, their nearness to the place where the 
lands are situated. 

Arr. 27.—! he Indians, of all nations, bor- 
dering upon the State, as well as the wander- 
ing tribes within it, shall be received in the 
markets without exacting from them any 
commercial duties upon their trade in articies 
of the country. And, if thus drawn, by the 
gentleness aud confidence with which they 
shall also be treated, they shall, declaring 
themselves first in favor of our religion and 


| institutions, establish themselves in any part 


of the settlements which shall be formed, 
they shall be admitted, and allowed the 
same terms as other settlers, treated of in this 
law, distinguisking the aatives as Mexicans, 
and the borderers as foreiguers, without ex- 
acting from the first any number of cattle. 

Aur, 23-—da order that there ray be no 
vacancies, between tracts, of which great 
care shall be taken in the distribution of 
lands, they shall be laid off in squares, or 
other forms although irregular, if the local 
situation requires it; and in said distribution, 
as well as in the assignation of lands for new 
Towns, previous notice shall be given to the 
adjoiaing proprietors, (if any) in order to pre- 
vent disseations and law-suits. 

Aut, 29.—The quantity. of vacant land 
which has to be laid outapon the banks of 4 
river, rivulet, stream, or lake, shall not, if 
practicable, exceed a fourth part of the whole 
depth of the tract granted. 

Ant. 30.---If, by error in the grant, any 
land shall be conceded, belonging to anotlet | 
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individual, on proof being made a shot: Cant, | Given in the City of Leona Vicario, 23th 


an equal quantity shall be granted, elsewhere, | April, 1832. 


to the person who may have thus obtained it | 
through mistake; and he shall be indemnified, | 
by the owner of such land, for any improve- 
ments which he shall have made thereon; the || 


ascertained by appraisers. 


Anr. 31.---By Will, regulated according to 
existing laws, or such as may hereafter exist, ) 
every new settler, from the day of his estab- | 
lishment, can dispose of his Jands, although | 
they shall not be é¢ultivated: and if he shall | 
die intestate, he shall be succeeded in his | 





lands, by the heirs at law of all his property | 
and rights---in either case, the inheritor per- 
forming the conditions and objigations of the 
principal. 

Ant, 32.—The lands acquired, by virtue | 
of this Jaw, shall, in no case, fall into mort- 
main;—and those purchasers, who have ob- 
tained a title to any, shall not be at liberty 
to dispose of them, without first having com- 
plied with the requisitions of this law. 


Art. 33.--A new. settler who, in order to 
establish himself in a foreign country, de- 
termines to leave the territory of the State, 
may do so, freely, with all his property;— 
but when once withdrawn, shall no longer | 
hold his lands. And if he shall not before 
have disposed of them, or if the disposition be 
notin conformity to Art. 19, they shall re- 
main vacated entirely. 





Arr. 31.—The Government, in ag eement 
with the ordinary ecclesiastics, will be care- 
ful to provide an adequate number of Pastors 
for the new settlements; and in concurrence 
with the same authority, shall propose to the 
Legislature, for its approbation, the salaries 
which the said Pastors ought to receive, 
which are to be paid by the new settlers. 

Aur. 35.—The new settlers, in regurd to 

the introduction of Slives, shull be subject to 
!-ws which now exist, and which shull hereafter 
be made on the subject. 
_ Awr, 36. ‘The servants and laborers which, 
in future, foreign colonists shall introduce, 
svall not, by force of any contract whatever, 1e- 
main bound to their service a longer spuce of 
time than len years. 

_Anr, 37. The commissioner, or commis- 
Sioners, which shall be appointed in con- 
formity with this law, shall not be suspend- 
ed it their functions by any other authority 
than that of the Government. ‘The Judges, 
Within their own jurisdictions respectively, 


shall inform of any bad management that 
may be known. 
Ant, 38. 


1825, No. 16, is abrogated. 


The Governor of the State will understand 
that this law be complied with:—and he will 





The Decree of 24th March, | 


JOSE JESUS GRANDE, 
President, 
For Maxve. Musaqiz, Secrefary. 

Cesario Figve:xo, Sec. Pro. Tem, 
Whereupon, I command that it be printed, 
published, and circulated; and that it be 
complied with. 

JOSE MARIA DE LETONA, 
Sanrraco pet Vauir, Srcretury. 


Lrona Vicario, May 24, 1832. 
The land-speculations, aforesaid, have 


|| extended to most of the cities and vil- 


lages of the United States, the British 
colonies in America, and the settlements 
of foreigners in all the eastern parts of 
Mexico. All concerned in them are 
aware that a change in the goverinent of 
the country must take place, if their 
claims shall ever be legalized, 

‘The advocates of slavery, in our south- 
ern states and elsewhere, want more 
land on this continent suitable for the 
culture of sugar and cotton; and if ‘Tex- 
as, with the adjoining portions of ‘T'a- 
maulipas, Coahuila, Chihuahua, and 
Santa Fe, east of the Rio Bravo del 
Norte, can be wrested from the Mexican 
government, room will be afforded for the 
redundant slave population in the United 
States, even to a remote period of time. 
The following may be taken as a fair es- 
timate of the dimensions of this exten- 
sive region, in square miles, and in Eng- 
lish acres. It is ealeulated from the 
boundaries of the different departments, 
as marked in ‘l'anner’s Map of Mexico, 
revised in 1834 :— 





Texas, (proper,) 165,000 104,560,000 

Tamaulipas east 2 

of Rio Bravo, $ 13,000 8,960,000 

Coahuila, do. 7,000 4,480,000 

Chihuahua, do. 9,000 5,760,000 

Santa Fe, do. 17,000 68,480,000 
Total 301,000 192,240,000 


The breeders of slaves, in those parts 
of the United States where slave labour 
has become unprofitable,—and also the 
traffickers in human flesh, whether Ame- 
rican or foreign, desire an-extended mar- 
ket, which ‘Texas would afford if revolu- 
tionized, and governed as well as inhab- 
ited by those who are in favour of re-es- 
tablishing the system of slavery in that 
section of country. ‘The northern land 








Print, publish, and circulate it. 


| speculators most cheerfully co-operate 





176 GENIUS OF UNIVERSAL EMANCIPATION. 


Fiat Justitia Ruat Celum. 
renga aE REE a | 


with the southern slave-holders in the || way that it can be furnished. ‘The hire. 
grand scheme of aggression, with the | ling presses are actively engaged in pro- 
hope of immense gain; and the slave-|| moting the success of their efforts, by 
merchants play intu the hands of both, | misrepresenting the charaeter of the 
with the same heartless, avaricious feel- ! Mexicans,* issuing inflamatory appeals, 
ings and views. ‘The principal, seat of | and urging forward the ignorant, the un- 
operations for the first, is New York,— || suspecting, the adventurous, and the un- 
though some active and regular agencies | principled, to a participation in the strug- 
are established at New Orleans and_ gle. 
Nashville, and minor agencies in other) In the course of my vbservations, [| 
places. ‘I'he second exercise their in- have several times asserted, that it was the 
fluence individually, without any partic-| intention of the insurrectionists to estab- 
ular organization: while the third co- } lish and perpetuate the system of slavery, 
operate with all, as opportunities present | by ‘‘Consfiiuiional”’ provision. In proof 
themselves. They have subsidized | of this, | now quote several paragraphs 
presses at command, ready to give exten- || from the Constitution which they lately 
sive circulation to whatever they may! adopted. ‘This extract is taken from 
wish to publish in furtherance of their! that part under the head of ‘ General 
views. And orators, legislators, and per- | Provisions,” and embraces all that re- 
sons holding official stations under our lates to slavery. We remember the pro- 
Federal government, are deeply interest- | clamation of D. G. Burnet, the President 
ed in their operations, and frequently |} of their assumed government, issued a 
willing instruments to promote their |) few months since, setting forth that their 
cause, Constitution prohibited the ‘slave trade,” 
Such are the motives for action—such |, §c.t ‘That ‘ proclamation” was eircu- 
the combination of interests—such the ! *F or the purpose of exciting the symputhy 
organization, sources of influence, and! of the people of the United States, the ma- 
foundation oi authority, upon which the | rauders who are engaged in the 'Texas insur- 
present Zexas Insurrection rests. ‘The | rection have represented the Mexicans asa 
resident colonists compose but a small | blood-thirsty race; while they have them- 
fraction of the party concerned in it, | Selves, by their piruticul acts, excited the 


: | vengeance of a people with whom their own 
aised as soon | | ; 

Phe rap ~ revolt beheer | oe | government is professedly at peace. Some 

as it was clearly ascertained that Slavery | jngtanees of severe retribution have heen vis- 


could not be perpetuated, nor the illegal | jted upon them; but most, if not all, of the 
seculations in land continued, under the | charges prefered against the Mexicans, 
government of the Mexican Republic. | as respects their faithlessness aud cruelty, 
The Mexican authorities were charged | are sheer falsehoods. Much has been said 


with acts of oppression, while the true | about the execution of Fanin and his band of 


| Georgi Mexi 
colin Of Cee révele--thd motives end || COS" volunteers. By the dvws of Mexico 


. di (which had been published in this country 
designs of the insurgents—were studl-|' before they left home) they were considered 


ously concealed from the public view, | precisely in the light of pirates. The laws 
Influential slave-holders ure contributing | of nations also present them in the same 
money, equipping troops, and marching | light, and they were treated accordingly. Ia 
to the scene of conflict. ‘The land spec- | f moral view, this was their true character,— 
ulators are fitting out expeditions from |; 9° their chief object was oppression and the 


New York and New Orleans, with men, | plunder of a people who had never offended 


#3 ; + & _them. We have been told that. terms of 
munitions of war, provisions, We., 10 | capitulation were granted them, by which 


saa ap the object. ‘he Independence of | their lives were to bespared. This the Mex- 
exas is declared, and the system of sla- | ican Generals have promptly and positively 
very, as well as the slave trade, (with | denied; and we have more reason to credit 
the United States,) is fully recognised by | their assertions, than those of persons engag- 
the government they have set up. Com- |” p iratical enterprises. 


“th at When the Convention (so called) was 
missioners aré sent from the colonies, | 4... bled at San Filipe to 4 0s State Con- 


and agents are appointed here, to make | stitation, David G. Burnet introduced the re- 


formal application, enlist the sympathies | solution condemning the Cuba slave trader, t 
of our citizens, and solicit aid in every ‘ which I have before adverted. Then. a8 
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jated for the special purpose of deceiving 
the opponents of slavery in the United 
States and inducing them to join in their 
marauding crusade. It will now be seen, 
that the measure was a device of the 
most hypocritical complexion. ‘This ex- 
tract will also be found to contain much 
that is fully confirmatory of what I have 
before stated, upon other topics connect- 
ed with the general subject before us. 


Sec. 6. All free white persons who shall 
emigrate to this Republic, and who shall, 
after a residence of six months, make oath 
before some competent authority that he in- 
tends to reside permanently in the same, and 
shall swear to support this Constitution, and 
that he will bear true allegiance to the Re- 
public of Texas, shall be entitled to all the 
privileges of citizenship. 

Sec. 7. So soon as convenience will per- 
mit, there shall be a penal code formed on 
principles of reformation, and not of vindic- 
tive justice; and the civil and criminal laws 
shall be revised, digested, and arranged under 
different heads ; and all laws relating to land 
titles shall be translated, revised, and pro- 
mulgated. 

Sec. 8. All persons who shall leave the 
country for the purpose of evading a partici- 
pation in the present struggle, or shall refuse 
to participate in it, or shall give aid or assis- 
tance to the present enemy, shall forfeit all 
rights to citizenship, and such lands as they 
may hold, in the Republic. 


Sec. 9. All persons of color, who were 
slaves for life previous to their emigration to 
Texas, and who are now held in bondage, shall 
remain in the like state of servitude, provided 
the said slave shall be the bona fide property 
of the person so holding said slave as afore- 
said. Congress shall pass no laws to prohibit 
emigrants from the United States of America 
from bringing their slaves into the Republic 
with them, and holding them by the same 
tenure by.which such slaves were held in 
the United States; nor shall Congress have 
the power to emancipate slavés ; nor shall any 
slave-holder be allowed to emancipate his or her 
slave or slaves, without the consent of Congress, 
unless he or she shall send his or her slave 
or slaves without the limits of the Republic. 
No free person of African descent, either in 
whole or in part, shall be permitted to reside 
permanently in the Republic, without the con- 
sent of Congress; and the importation or ad- 
mission of Africans or-negroes into this Re- 
public, excepting from the United States of 
America, is forever prohibited, and declared 
to be piracy. 

Sec. 10. All persons, (Africans, the descen- 

of Africans, and Indians excepted,) who 
Were residing in Texas on the day of the De- 





| claration of Independence, [A great portion 


of the native Mexican eitizens are, of course, 
excluded.) shall be considered citizens of the 
Republic, and entitled to all the privileges of 
such. All citizens now living in Texas who 
have not received their portion of land, in 
like manner as colonists, shall be entitled to 
their land in the following proportion and 
manner: Every head of a family shall be ea- 
titled to one league and ‘labor’ of land, 
and every single man of the age of seventeen 
and upwards, shall be entitled to the third 
part of one league of land. All citizens who 
may have, previously to the adoption of this 
Constitution, received their league of land as 
heads of families, and their quarter of a league 
of land as single persons, shall receive such 
additional quantity as will make the quantity 
of land received by them equal to one league 
and ‘labor’? and one-third of a league, un- 
less by bargain, sale, or exchange, they have 
transferred, or may henceforth transfer their 
right to said land, or a portion thereof, to 
some other citizen of the Republic; and in 
such case the person to whom such right 
shall have been transferred, shall be entitled 
to the same, as fully and amply as the per- 
son making the transfer might or could have 
been. No alien shall hold land in Texas, ex- 
cept by titles emanating directly from the 
Government of this Republic. But if any 
citizen of this Republic should die intestate 
or otherwise, his children or heirs shall in- 
herit his estate, and aliens shall have a rea- 
sonable time to take possession of and dis- 
pose of the same, in a manner hereinafter to 
be pointed out by law. Orphan children, 
whose parents were entitled to land under 
the colonization law of Mexico, and who now 
reside in the Kepublic, shall be entitled to all 
the rights of which their parents were pos- 
sessed at the time of their death. The citi- 
zens of the Republic shall not be compelled 
to reside on the land, but shall have their 
lines plainly marked. 

All orders of survey legally obtained by 
any citizen of the Republic, from any legally 
authorized commissioner, prior to the act of 
the late consultation closing the land offices, 
shall be valid. In all cases the actual set- 
tler and occupant of the soil shall be entitled, 
in locating his land, to include his improve- 
ment, in preference to all other claims not 
acquired previous to his settlement, accor- 
ding to the law of the land and this Consti- 
tution: Provided, That nothing herein con- 
tained shall prejudice the rights of any citi- 
zen from whom a settler may hold land by 
rent or lease. 

And whereas the protection of the public 
domain from unjust and fraudulent cbaitna, 
and quieting the People in the enjoyment of 








their lands is one of the great duties of this 
| Convention: and whereas the Legislature of 
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the State of Coahuila & Texas having pass- f 
ed an act in the year eighteen hundred and 
thirty-four, in behalf of General John T. 
Mason, of New York, and another on the 
fourteenth day of March, eighteen hundred 
and thirty-five, wnder which the enormous 
amount of eleven hundred leagues of land has 
been claimed by sundry individuals, some of 
whom reside in foreign countriés, and are not 
citizens of the Republic, which said acts are 
contrary to articles fourth, twelfth, and fif- 
teenth, of the laws of eighteen hundred and 
twenty-four, of the General Congress of Mezxi- 
co, and one of said acts for that cause has, by 
the said General Congress of Mexico, been de- 
clared null and void: itis hereby declared 
that the said act of eighteen huudred and 
thirty-four, in favour of John T. Mason, and 
of the fourteenth of March, eighteen hun- 
dred and thirty-five, of the said Legislature 
of Coahuila & ‘Texas, and each and every 
rant founded thereon, is, dnd was from the 
ginning, null and void; and all surveys 
made under pretence of authority derived 
from said acts are hereby declared to be null 
and void; and all eleven-league claims, loca- 
ted within twenty leagues of the boundary 
line between Texas | the United States of 
America, which have been located contrary 
to the laws of Mexico, are hereby declared 
to be null and void: and whereas many sur- 
veys and titles to land have been made 
whilst most of the people of Texas were ab- 
sent from home, serving in the campaign 
against Bejar, it is hereby declared that all 
the surveys and locations of land made since 
the act of the late consultation closing the 
land offices, and all titles to land made since 
that time, are and shall be null and void. 





The adoption ofa Constitution with such 
provisions as are here quoted, may be 
termed the crowning act—the finishing 
stroke of this monstrous scheme of op- 
pression, so far as the expressed will of 
those concerned in it can be manifested 
by conventional regulation. When we 
look back to the commencement of their 
operations, and trace their movements step 
by step, bearing in mind their open de- 
clarations upon various occasions, what 
man of reason and common sense can, 
for one moment, doubt that the re-estab- 
lishment of Slavery has been their princi- 
pal object, their settled determination, 
from the beginning? I think it will be 
admitted, by every person of penetration, 
reflection, and unbiassed judgment, that 
the evidence I have produced is conclusive 
on this point. I might state many more 











facts and circumstances, which have | 


come to my knowledge during a long 
and intimate acquaintance with their pro- 
ceedings, all tending to the same conclu- 
sion. My intercourse with many of the 
actors in the great drama, has* given me 
numerous Opportunities to understand 
their motives and their designs. It is 
indeed impossible that I should be mis- 
taken in the one or the other. And as 
unfolding events coincide fully ‘with 
my assertions, and with the proofs alrea- 
dy adduced to sustain them, it might be 
considered unnecessary to dwell longer 
upon this particular topic. Yet, in order 
that the reader may lack no important in- 
formation, that will show the decided 
stand which the Mexican government 
has taken against the toleration of slavery, 
I will quote a few more official documents, 
(to some of which I have heretofore al- 
luded) in verification of what I have as- 
serted, and already perhaps sufficiently 
proved. 

The following decrees and ordinances 
are translated from an official compilation, 
published by authority of the Mexican 
Government, embracing all the public 
acts of said government from the period 
of its organization to the year 1830.— 


Decree or Juty 13, 1824. 


Prohibition of the Commerce and Traffic in. 
Slaves. 


The Sovereign General Constituent Con- 
gress of the United Mexican States has held 
it right to decree the following: 


1, The Commerce’ and Traffic in Slaves, 
proceeding from whatever power, and under 
whatever flag, is for ever prohibited, within 
the territories of the United Mexican States. 

2. The Slaves, who may be introduced 
contrary to the tenour of the preceding arti- 
cle, shall remain free in consequence of tread- 
ing the Mexican soil. 

3. Every vessel, whether National or Fo- 
reign, in which Slaves may be transported 
and introduced into the Mexican territories, 
shall be confiscated with the rest of its cargo 
—and the Owner, Purchaser, Captain, Mas- 
ter, and Pilot, shall suffer the punishment of 
ten years confinement. 

4, This law will take effect from the date 
of its publication; however, as to the punish- 
ments prescribed in the preceding article, they 
shall not take effect till six months after, to- 
wards the Planters who, in virtue of the law 
of the 14th October last, relating to the Co 
lonization of the Isthmus of Suasnconlon, 
and may disembark Slaves for the purpose 
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of introducing them into the Mexican ter- 
ritory- 

(See the 21st Article of the Decree of Oc- 
tober 11, 1823.) 


Decree 
Of the 18th of December, 1824, upon Coloni- 
zation, 

The Sovereign General Constituent Con- 
gress of the United States of Mexico, have 
resolved and do fully decree : 

1. The Mexican nation offer to Foreigners 
who come to establish themselves in their 
territory, security in their persons and in their 
property, provided they subject themselves to 
the laws of the country. 


2. This law applies to those territories of | 


the nation which, not being individual pro- 
perty nor belonging to any Corporation or 
own, may be colonized. 

3. For this purpose the Congresses of the 
States will form, with the greatest brevity, 
the laws or regulations of colonization, of 
their respective demarcation, conforming 
themselves in all cases to the regulations es- 
tablished by this law. 

4. It is not permitted to colonize the terri- 
tories within twenty leagues of the boun- 
daries of any foreign nation, nor within ten 
leagues bordering on the sea coast, without 
the previous approbation of the supreme gen- 
eral executive power. 

5. If, for the defence or security of the na- 
tion, the Government of the Federation should 
fiud it convenient to make use of some por- 
tion of these lands, to construct magazines, 
arsenals, or other public buildings, the same 
may be verified with the approbation of the 
general Congress, or during its recess with 
that of the Council of Government. 

6. It is not permitted before four years 
from the publication of this Law, to impose 
any duty upon the importations, for their own 
use, by foreigners, who may establish them- 
selves for the first time in the country. 

7. Before the year 1840, the general Con- 
gress cannot prohibit the entrance of foreign- 
ers, to colonize, unless imperious circum- 
stances oblige them to do so with respect to 
individuals of any nation. 

8. The Government, without prejudice to 
the object of this Law, shall take, in regard to 


the foreigners who come to colonize, the 


Precautious which they may judge suitable 
for the seeurity of the Pebuaiicn, 

_9. A preferenee must be attended to in the 
distribution of lands to the Mexican citizens; 
and no distinction must be made betwixt 
than except what particular merit and ser- 
vices done to the Country, may give them a 
right to. . Cireumstances being equal, a pre- 
ference will be given to those who have 
ands in the neighbourhood of the territory to 
be distributed. 

10, The Military who with reference to 





| may _— landed 








the offer of the 27th March 1821, may holda 
right to lands; shall be attended to in the 
States, on shewing the certificates which the 
superior executive power may have given 
them for this purpose. 

11. If by the decrees of capitulation ac- 
cording to the probabilities of life the su- 
preme executive power should find it eonve- 
nient to alienate certain portions of land in 
favour of certain Officers of the Federation 
whether military or civil, the same may be 
ratified in the registers of the territory. 

12. It is not permitted that there should 
be held in property by one individual more 
than one square league of five thousand rods 
of meadow land, four of secular land, six of 
pasture. 

13. The new settlers are not permitted to 
leave their property in entail. 

14. This, Law guarantees the contracts 
which ** Empresarios” may have made with 
the Families whom they bring on at their 
own expense; it being always understood that 
these contracts are not contrary to the Laws. 

15. No one who by virtue of this Law 
property can preserve it 
if settled permanently out of the territories of 
the republic. 

16. The government, in conformity with the 
principles established in this Law, shall pro- 
ceed to the colonization of the territories of 
the Republic. 

(See the order of the 11th April 1823, and 
the Decree of the 14th Oct. 1823.) 


[Translated from Vol. 2. page 94, Mex- 
ican suche : 

Note. In an Order of the 11th of April, 
[1823] notice is given to Government that if 
it find no inconvenience, it may yield to the 
solicitation of Stephen F. Avstin, in confirm- 
ing to him the Grant for settling Three Hun- 
dred Families in Texas, and it can moreover, 
decide upon other applications of a similar 
nature, and cause to be suspended till further 
determination, the law of Colonization enact- 
ed by the Junta Instituyente, 

(Translated from Vol. 2, page 199, Mex- 
ican Laws. 

Extract hii the Law of 14th October, 1823. 

Article 21. Foreigners who bring slaves 


} with them, shall obey the Laws established 


upon the matter, or shall hereafter be estab- 
lished. 
(See the Decree of 13th July, 1824.) 
{Translated from page 149, Vol. 5, Mex- 
ican Laws. | 


Decree oF PrREsipENT GUERRERO. 
Abolition of Slivery. 
The President of the United Mexican 
States, to the inhabitants of the Republic.— 
Be it known: That in the year 1829, being 
desirous of signalizing the anniyersary of our 
Independence by an Act of national Justice 





ee aoe 


Sea eee 








180 GENIUS OF UNIVERSAL EMANCIPATION. 





- Fiat Justitia Ruat Celum. 


b — _ 








and Beneficence, which may contribute to 
the strength and support of such inestimable 
welfare, as to secure more and more the pub- 
lic tranquillity, and reinstate an unfortunate 
portion of our inhabitants in the sacred rights 
granted them by Nature, and may be pro- 
tected by the Nation under wise and just 
Laws, according to the Provision in Ariicle 
30 of the Constitutive Act; availing myself 
of the extraordinary faculties granted me, I 
have thought proper to Decree : 

1. That slavery be exterminated in the 
Republic. 

2. Consequently those are free, who, up 
to this day, have been looked upon as slaves. 

3. Whenever the circumstances of the 
Public Treasury will allow it, the owners of 
slaves shall be indemnified, in the manner 
which the Laws shall provide. 

Mexico 15 Sept. 1829, A. D. 

JOSE MARIA de BOCANEGRA. 

[Translation of part of the Law of April 
6th, 1830, prohibiting the og, iowa of citi- 
zens of the United States to ‘Texas. } 

Ant. 9. On the northern frontier the en- 
trance of foreigners shall be prohibited, n- 
der all pretexts whatever, unless they be 
furnished with passports, signed by the 
agents of the Republic, at the places whence 
they proceed. 

Arr. 10. There shall be no variation with 
regard to the colonies already established, 
nor with regard to the slaves that may be in 
them; but the General Government, or the 
particular State Government, shall take care, 
under the strictest responsibility, that the colo- 
nization laws be obeyed, and that no mone 
SLAVES BE INTRODUCED, 

Ant. 11. In use of the power reserved by 
the General Congress in the 7th Article of 
the law of August 18th, 1824, it is prohibited 
to neighbouring nations to settle in those 
States and Territories of the federation which 
border on their nations. Consequently, con- 
tracts which have not been executed, and are 
opposed to that law, shall be superceded. 

I have said that the present contest in 
Texas has assumed a character which 
must seriously affect both the interests 
and the honor of this nation; and that 
the policy and measures of the govern- 
ment are deeply involved in it. I do 
not say that the government has officially 
committed itself upon the question.— 
This has been most studiously avoided, 
while it has been completely under the 
influence of the ‘‘Combination’’ engaged 
in the outrageous ‘‘crusade,’’ and has 
given efficient aid by a tacit acquiescence 
therein, as far as it could possibly be 
done consistently with the preservation 
of even the shadow of ‘neutrality.” 








ee 


When a Mexican national vessel was 
taken into New Orleans, by the piratical 
expedition from that place, a mere mock- 
trial was instituted against those vio- 
lators of our treaty with Mexico and 
the law of nations. Armed bands have 
been permitted to proceed from different 
parts of the United States openly and 
avowedly, to join in the contest, without 
the least degree of molestation; and even 
when complaints have been officially 
made by accredited Mexican agents, 
nothing has been.done to arrest them ex- 
cept the formal transmission of orders 
to the District Attornies, to which they 
paid not the slightest attention. 

In addition to this positive neglect or re- 
fusal to enforce the neutral obligations 
of the nation, a claim has been set up— 
(a claim the most preposterous that can 
be imagined—) toa large extent of Mexi- 
can territory, with the view of placing 
an armed force in the vicinity of the 
combatants to over-awe the Mexican 
troops and afford opportunities to aid the 
insurgents.* 

A false construction has also has been 
given to a clause in the treaty between 
the two governments, in relation to the 
restriction of the Indian tribes within 
their respective limits, by virtue of which 
a large force has been ordered to the 
frontiers under the pretence of enforcing 
the provisions of said treaty. Itis well 
understood that these troops, collected 
from among the advocates of slavery in 
the south-western States, will not remain 
inactive, ‘* neutral”’ spectators, when the 
crisis arrives in which their participation 
in the contest may be desirable to the 
instigators of the war. I do not stand 
alone in the view which is here taken of 
the subject. By a reference to the 
speech of John Quincy Adams, from 
which I have heretofore made some ex- 
tracts, it will be seen that similar ideas 
are expressed by him; and it may be 
added, that many of the most intelligent 
men among us are fully convinced of 
of their general correctness. 

The following is the Article in the 
‘Treaty, under the authority of which our 





* One of the deep laid plans of the coméi- 
nation was, to send their * volunteers” to the 
frontier, through the agency and at the e- 
pense of the government. 
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Goyernment has instructed Gen. Gaines 
to cross the boundary line. Who can 
perceive the warrant that it is supposed 
to give either party, to go beyond the 
limits of its own territory with an armed 
force?—And further,—what authority 
does it give either, to prevent the In- 
dians from joining the one or the other, 
as friendly allies ? 

“ Ant. 33. It is likewise agreed that the 
two contracting parties shall, by all the means 
in their power, maintain peace and harmony 
among the several Indian nations who inha- 
bit the lands adjacent to the lines and rivers 
which form the boundaries of the two coun- 
tries; and the better to attain this object, both 
parties bind themselves expressly to restrain, 
by force, all hostilities and incursions on the 
part of the Indian nations being within their 
respective boundaries: so that the United 
States of America will not suffer their In- 
dians to attack the citizens of the United 
Mexican States, nor the Indians inhabiting 
their territory; nor will the United Mexican 
States permit the Indians residing within 
their territories to commit hostilities against 
the citizens of the United States of America, 
nor against the Indians residing within the 
limits of the United States, in any manner 
whatever. 

And in the event of any person or persons 
captured by the Indians who inhabit the ter- 
ritory of either of the contracting parties, be- 
ing or having been carried into the territories 
of the other, both Governments engage and 
bind themselves in the most solemn manner 
to return them to their country, as soon as 
they know of their being within their respec- 
tive territories, or to deliver them up to the 
agent or representative of the Government 
that claims them, giving to each other, re- 
ciprocally, timely notice, and the claimant 
paying the expenses incurred in the transmis- 
sion and maintenance of such person or per- 
sons, who, in the meantime, shall be treated 
with the utmost hospitality by the local au- 
thorities of the place where they may be.— 
Nor shall it be lawful, under any pretext 
whatever, for the citizens of either of the con- 
tracting parties to purchase or hold captive 
prisoners made,by the Indians inhabiting the 
territories of the other.” 

Under the erroneous construction of 
the treaty, aforesaid, Gen. Gaines was 
authorized to cross the boundary line 
with his army; to march seventy miles 
into the Mexican territory ; and to occu- 
py the military post of Nacogdoches, in 
case he should judge it expedient in 
order to guard against Indian depreda- 
tions !—And further; he was likewise 
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authorized to call upon the Governors of 
several of the south-western States for 
an additional number of troops, should 
he consider it necessary. _ 

In order to furnish an excuse for the 
exercise of the authority thus delegated 
to him, many false rumours of Indian 
depredations and hostile movements were 
reported to the Commander of the Uni- 
ted States forces, and he did not neglect 
the occasion for pushing to the very ex- 
tent of his conditional instructions.— 
(His proceedings in this case are of so 
recent date, that they must be familiar to 
every intelligent reader, and need not be 
here specified.)\——He even went so far, 
that the Executive became alarmed, lest 
the ‘‘neutrality”’ of our Government 
should be violated! !—and his requisi- 
tions upon the governors of ‘Tennessee 
and Kentucky were countermanded. Yet 
he is still permitted to keep an imposing 
force stationed in the Mexican territory ; 
and it is vuderstood that he is in regular 
correspondence with the chiefs of the in- 
surgent armies; also that his men are 
‘‘deserting’’ and joining them in great 
numbers.* 

The insurrectionists are thus indirect- 
ly encouraged, and assisted, by our 
Government.—And the hope is enter- 
tained, by those concerned, that the ef- 
forts of the Mexicans may be thus para- 
lyzed, and the possession of the territory 
retained by the revolutionists, until the 
next meeting of the Congress of the 
United States, when the independence 
of the T'exian Republic may be formally 





* In stating these facts, it may be well to 
accompany them with the proof—and here it 
is.—How well the plan is devised !—How 
completely the system works !—What unde- 
iets evidence, too, of a strict ** neutrality”’ 
on our part //! 

From the Pensacola Gazette. 

About the middle of last month, General 
Gaines sent an officer of the United States 
army into Texas to reclaim some deserters. 
He found them already enlisted in the Texian 
service to the number of two hundred. They 
still wore the uniform of our army, but re- 
fused, of course, to return. The commander 
of the Texian forces was applied to, to en- 
force their return; but his only reply was, 
that the soldiers might go, but he had no 
authority to send them back. This is a new 
view of our Texian relations. 
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acknowledged, and soon thereafter ad- 
mitted, as an “Independent State,” into 
this confederacy. ‘This the ** Combina- 
tion”’ is fully determined upon. Itis the 
ultimatum of their grand design. I re- 
peat that its members have a majority in 
the councils of the nation; and as the 
sentiments of the Executive Head coin- 
cides with theirs, the government is 
completely under their controlling influ- 
ence; and their object will certainly be 
accomplished, UNLESS THE PEO- 
PLE OF OUR FREE STATES 
AROUSE FROM THEIR APATHY, 
and by an open, decided, general expres- 
sion of their sentiments, induce their 
Senators and Representatives in Con- 
gress to oppose the measure. 

It is indeed astonishing, that many in- 
telligent persons in this country have so 
long suffered themselves to be blinded 
and deceived,-in relation to this subject. 
I am aware that the parties to the unholy 
compact have uniformly veiled their de- 
signs with specious pretexts and system- 
atic misrepresentations. But within the 
last few months, particularly, they have 
nearly thrown off the mask. Their cloak 
is a mere veil of gauze; and we have 
nothing to do but open our eyes, to per- 
ceive the hideous reality of the corrup- 
tion beneath it. 

Although it has been generally assert- 
ed, and many have been induced to be- 
lieve, that the only object of the insur- 
rectionists is the establishment of an in- 
dependent government, separate from 
that of any other,—yet the principal ori- 
ginal advocates of the scheme—the slave- 
holders, slave-breeders, and politicians 
of the United States—never entertained 
the idea foramoment. The land-specu- 
lators and foreign slave-traders would 
have no objection to it; (neither would 
the colonists object to it;) but they could 
not expect to effect the alienation of the 
territory from the Mexican Government 
without the aid, either directly or indi- 
rectly, of the Government of the United 
States. This aid could not be obtained, 
without the prospect of the future attach- 
ment of the territory to this Confedera- 
tion, fo increase the power and prepon- 
derating influence of the slave-holding 
States in the National Congress. ‘The 
plan of establishing an ‘independent 








Republic” in Texas was, therefore, pub- 
licly proclaimed, first, with the view of 
effectually separating the territory from 
Mexico, and firmly re-establishing sla- 
very; and, secondly, to bring it into ‘this 
Union without subjecting our Govern- 
ment to the charge of official interference 
in the accomplishment of those objects. 
No other plan would have succeeded ; 
while this has deceived the opponents of 
slavery, lulled them into a fatal security, 
and thrown them entirely off their guard, 
as it respects their ‘own interests and 
safety. So far as the ‘tcombination”’ has 
proceeded in establishing its authority, 
the territory is wrested from Mexico; the 
system of slavery, and the slave-trade 
with this country, are fully recognized; 
and all the necessary preliminaries are 
arranged for the formal sanction of inde- 
pendence and admission into the ranks 
of the sovereign slaveholding States com- 
posing this Republic, at an early day. 
This, too, has all been done with the 
connivance and aid of our Government, 
without formally violating its * neu- 
trality!” 

If there are any who yet doubt the 
intentions of the insurgents, respecting 
the attachment of the territory in ques- 
tion to that of the United States, they are 
particularly requested to read what fol- 
lows,—and a moment’s reflection will 
probably then satisfy them of the truth 
of the averment. It will be perceived 
that even Stephen F. Austin himself now 
sanctions it openly. 

By the recent arrival of a vessel from 
one of the ports in Texas, a paper bearing 
date the 9th of August has been received 
from that country, in which an election 
for officers of their Government is an- 
nounced to be held in a short time. 
Stephen F. Austin is one of the candi- 
dates for the Presidency; and in a letter, 
published in the paper aforesaid, he ex- 
presses himself thus :— 

Columbin, Aug. 4th, 1836. 

Dear Sir—I have been nominated by many 
persons whose opinions I am bound to respect, 
as a candidate for the office of President of 
TYexas, at the September elections. 

Influenced by the great governing princi- 
ple which has regulated my actions since I 
came to Texas, fifteen years ago, which is, 
to serve this country in any capacity in which 
the people might think proper to employ me, 








Risaade hare Se Nanaia Sane a dedi 


Pere Pee 2, 








GENIUS OF UNIVERSAL EMANCIPATION. 





183 





Fiat Justitia Ruat Celum. 





TLE IEEE 





| shall not decline the highly responsible and 
difficult one now proposed, should the ma- 


jority of my fellow citizens elect me. 


I perceive by the proclamation of the Presi- 
dent, ordering the election, that the people 
are requested to say whether they are in fa- 
vor or not of annexing Texas to the United 
States. On this point, I shall consider my- 
self bound, if elected, to obey the will of the 
people. As a citizen, however, I am free to 
say, that F am in favor of annexation, and will 
do all in my power to effect it with the least 
possible delay. 

Respectfully, your fellow citizen, 

S. F. AUSTIN. 

The same paper contains the follow- 
ing enunciation from William H. Jack, 
who recently officiated as their Secretary 
of State, but is now proposed as a can- 
didate for the Legislature. He writes in 
answer to sundry interrogatories from 
those who put him in nomination;—and 
after replying to three other questions, 
unconnected with the subject before us, 
he concludes as follows :— 

Fourth. Iam decidedly and anxiously in 
favor of annexing Texas to the United States. 
1 consider it the “rock of our salvation,’’ and 
a consummation of happiness ‘most devoutly 
to be wished for.”” Should I be chosen a re- 
presentative to Congress, I shall leave no ef- 
fort untried to produce this desired object, 
feeling confident, that all the blessings of 
peace and tranquillity, will thereby be secur- 
ed, to ourselves and our posterity. 

Fifth. When I first read the Constitution, 
as adopted by the Convention, I was of opi- 
nion that some errors had crept into it, and 
hence was in favor of submitting to the peo- 
pie, whether they would adopt it absolutely, 
or clothe Congress with powers to amend it. 

Subsequent reflection, and the importance 
of organizing a constitutional government im- 
mediately, have satisfied me that it ought to 
be adopted, as it now stands; believing that 
in the present unsettled state of the country, 
less injury will result from its adoption than 
by teicking amendments at this time. 

Thus, gentlemen, I have answered every 

 enger 4 proposed, and if my views are con- 
ormable to those of the people of this juris- 
diction, and they should think proper to elect 
re I shall serve them fearlessly and faith- 
ully. 

I am, very respectfully, your obedient 
servant, WM. H. JACK. 

Columbia, 5th August, 1836. 


Hear, also, the language of General 
Houston. The following is from a late 
No. of the Washington “Globe.” . 


“* Gen, Houston.—The opinion of General 
Houston is, that T'exas, when it shall have 














asserted its independence, will seek admis- 
sion into the Union. He is, himself, decided- 
ly in favor of that course, considering it essen- 
tial to the interests of the new country, and of 
much importance to the Union.” 


Notwithstanding that Stephen F. Aus- 
tin (and we may add many other actual 
settlers in Texas) would have preferred 
a separate independent Government, we 
now see that they have no expectation of 
establishing one. On the contrary, they 
unequivocally declare the intention of 
annexing the country to the United 
States as soon as it can possibly be done. 
They could not exercise their will in the 
matter. The great eg of the fo- 
mentors of the rebellion, and the imme- 
diate participators in it, ARE CITI- 
ZENS OF THIS COUNTRY. Such 
of the colonists as were opposed to it, 
however, have been compelled to ac- 
quiesce, and the agents of the ** Combi- 
nation” have successfully dictated its 
prescribed measures, and pursued the 
course originally contemplated by it. 


I have now traced the subject of the 
Texian Revolt through the whole con- 
catenation of its primary causes and ob- 
jects. I have unfolded to the view of 
the attentive reader what I know to be 
the motives and intentions of his instiga- 
tors. I have, by this means, endeavored ' 
to undeceive the honest portion of the 
great American community, who have 
not had sufficient opportunities to pene- 
trate the veil of their masked designs, 
and have been imposed upon by their 
false pretentions. ‘The very acts of the 
insurgents—even the whole systematic 
course of their proceedings—prove clear- 
ly the correctness of my charges and ex- 
positions. It will be seen that, instead 
of a desire to establish and perpetuate 


lthe liberal institutions of freedom and 


equality of rights, they have taken up 
arms against the Mexican government 
from motives of personal aggrandizement, 
avaricious adventure, and unlimited, endu- 
ring oppression. The alarming fact is also 
clearly and fully substantiated, that the 
influence of the SLAVE HOLDING 
PARTY in the United States is now so 
completely in the ascendant, and so tho- 
roughly sways the deliberations and pro- 
ceedings of our Federal Government, that 
it makes it the passive if not the active 
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instrument, in extending and permanent- | 


| 


pression, even in regions where it had | 
been destroyed by the power of moral, 
virtue and republican principle. 

’ The period has indeed arrived-—-THE | 
CRISIS IS AT HAND—when the wise, 
the virtuous, the patriotic, the philanthro- 
pic of this nation, must examine, and 
reflect, and deeply ponder the momentous 
subject under consideration. Already 
we see the newpaper press in some of 
the free States openly advocating the 
system of slavery, with all its outra- 
ges and abominations.* Individuals oc- 


cupying influential stations in the com- || 


munity at large, also countenance and 
encourage it, and even instigate the vile 
rabble to oppose, mal-treat, and trample 
on the necks of those who dare to plead 
the cause of the oppressed. At the en- 
suing session of our national Congress, 
the great battle is to be fought, that must 
decide the question now at issue, and 
perhaps even seal the fate of this Republic. 
The Senators and representatives of the 
people will then be called on to sanction 
the ‘‘independence of 'T'exas,’’ and also to 
provide for its admission, as a SLAVE- 
HOLDING STATE, into this Union. 
These measures will positively be pro- 
posed, in case the Mexican Govern- 
ment fails to suppress the insurrec- 
tion very soon, and to recover the actual 
possession of the territory. A few ofour 
most eminent statesmen will resist the 
proposition with energy and zeal; but 
unless the PUBLIC VOICE be rais- 





ed against the unhallowed proceeding, 
and the sentiments of the people be most 
unequivocally expressed in the loudest 
tones of disapprobation, they will be un- 
able to withstand the influence and power 
of their antagonists. Arouse then! and 
let your voice be heard through your 
primary assemblies, your legislative halls, 





*See two of the influential Daily papers in 
New York—the “Evening Star,” and the 
“Courier & Enquirer”—with several others 
elsewhere. Approving of Slavery in all its 
forms, these corrupt vehicles disseminate 
the most odious and tyrannical doctrines, in 
relation to the subject; and as a matter of 
course, they stand forth among the boldest 
champions, in advocating and encouraging 
the marauding crusade against Mexico. 











and the columns of the periodical press, 
in every section of your country. 
Citizens of the United States !—Sons 
of the Pilgrims, and disciples of Wesley 
and Penn !—Coadjutors and pupils of 
Washington, Jefferson, and Franklin !— 
Advocates of Freedom and the sacred 
“rights of Man!’’—W ill you longer shut 
your eyes, and slumber in apathy, while 
the demon of oppression is thus stalking 
over the plains consecrated to the Ge- 
nius of Liberty and fertilized by the 
blood of her numerous martyrs ?—Will 
you permit the authors of this gigantic 
project of national aggression, intermina- 
ble slavery, and Heaven-daring injastice, 
to perfect their diabolical schemes through 
your supineness, or with the sanction of 
your acquiescence? If they succeed in 
the accomplishment of their object, where 
will be your guarantee for the libert 
which you, yourselves enjoy? When 
the advocates of slavery shall obtain the 
balance of power in this confederation; 
when they shall have corrupted a few 
more of the aspirants to office. among 
you, and opened an illimitable field for the 
operations of your heartless land-jobbers 
and slave merchants, (to secure their in- 
fluence in effecting the unholy purposes 
of their ambition,) how long will you be 
able to resist the encroachments of their 
tyrannical influence, or prevent them from 
usurping and exercising authority over 
you! ARISE IN THE MAJESTY 
OF MORAL POWER, and place the 
seal of condemnation upon this flagrant 
violation of national laws, of human rights, 


and the eternal, immutable principles of 
Justice. 





Stave Trave.—A recent traveller asserts 
that the slave trade is in full operation on 
the coast of Africa. But a few weeks ago 
45 Spanish vessels to the southward and 25 
northward of the line, were engaged in this 
infernal traffic. We regret to learn that these 
are chiefly American built, and such swift 
sailers as almost to defy capture. It seems 
also, that the Portuguese to the southward 
of the line, are extensively engaged in this 
business, and by thie effect of the late treaty 
with England, pursue it with impunity. 
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